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Interview with School Psychologist

Special education plays a significant role in the growing of the nation as it offers learners great chances of conquering challenges within the learning environment. In addition, special education can help a student adopt functional skills that enhance positive development. It frequently engages multidisciplinary efforts on many professionals’ part that are responsible for these children as well as their parents. The interview below will outline some of the roles of these professionals as well as the challenges that face the sector.  
1). what is the role of a psychologist in the special education sector?

School psychologists enhance academic success among children as well as youths in school. In addition to academic success, school psychologists help the students to succeed socially as well as emotionally. School psychologists engage with educators, parents and the relevant stakeholders to ensure that students are learning in better environments that enhance their success. For that reason, there is connectivity between school and home.
2). what responsibilities do school psychologists specifically hold to making sure the individual needs of a person with exceptionalities are met? 

School Psychologists normally have a special training to execute their roles of psycho-educational assessments which is basically academic skills as well as psychological evaluation. Psychological skills entail however not less to, language skills, memory, dealing out with visual as well as auditory information, planning and reasoning abilities. The academic skills that school psychologists individually assess include: reading, mathematics, spelling, written expressions as well as handwriting abilities, listening comprehension as well as oral representation skills. In addition, school psychologists are also offered trainings in diagnosing children having a range of developmental, behavioral as well as academic disabilities which entails learning as well as intellectual disabilities, autism, and Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD).  Clearly, school psychologists’ responsibilities originate from all angles.
3) What disabilities do school psychologists get exposed to considering the students they worked with?  


School psychologists are exposed to various cases of disabilities during their working time. They can encounter more than two disability cases, for instance in my field a have been dealing with students who have hearing disabilities as well as those who cannot speak fluently. Occasionally, I have also been able to handle cases of students having visual disabilities. One thing has always been coming out whenever I deal with these students. Some of them are extremely intelligent to a level that you cannot even imagine. For that reason, governments as well as relevant stakeholders should support special education sector and provide equal opportunities for these students to explore their potential to the fullest.
4). what are some of the challenges associated to disabilities you have encountered that teachers should put in to account? 

Several challenges hamper quality education. In my field as special school psychologists, I have encountered the following milestones that I think the government as well as teachers should put into consideration: first, the course work is never comprehensive for both students and teachers; secondly, teachers lack training, for that reason, the field is less competitive. Lastly, there are insufficient resources in special education that can be used in helping students living with disabilities.
5). what is your role in the IEP program?


In IEP program, I perform the following roles: first, I present information to the current IEP on students’ progress in past achievements as well as their strengths and weaknesses. Secondly, I give out strategies on how a student can be effectively taught with an inclusion of suitable accommodations as well as modification to enhance easy access to the general curriculum by the students. Third, I ensure the coordination between all stakeholders; agencies as well as programs are in the transition plan. Lastly, I point out the required services in the curriculum such as speech therapy as well as physical therapy. 
6). When is the right time for teachers to consult you with you with issues regarding the needs of the students?

On the needs of the students, teachers should approach me whenever the students are in need of the resources because am responsible for coordination of these resources. Teachers also should feel free to consult on how to engage these students in learning activities. Whenever the students are in need of the course outline, I am readily available. 
7). what professional developments opportunities you feel would benefit staff in your school?

In relation with Other Appropriate Agency Personnel, my school will see the window of opportunity for development. These agencies will provide alternative programs that will enhance the improvement of students. More resources will be applied and this will encourage the recruitment of new staffs who will work effectively towards the goal of improving the life of a special student.
